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Are more than
TWo Interventions
being comparad
simultaneously

Is there
additicnal indirect
evidence available?

Is sufficient indirect
evidence avallzble?

Is sufficient
evidence svailable for
a direct
comparison’

Do not carry outs
mets-analysis

Should other
interventions be
included?

Are there multiple
comparators?

Can otherdata
sources (such as

expart opinions) be
incorporated

Do notcamy outa
meta-analysis

Adjusted Indirect
comparison

Does the evidence
Network contain at
least one closed loop?

Is there & single
common comparator?

Frequentist direct
cemparisen

Frequentist network
meza-analysis

Pooled direct or
adjusted indirect
companson

Bayesian direct
comparison

Bayesizn nstwork
meta-analysis

a2 . HEfRM "iHol MA™ (ZX : Health Information and Quality Authority, 2011)
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% Closed loops in network: combination of direct
and indirect evidence

0 Anchored Indirect Treatment Comparison

S (or ‘adjusted' ITC)

c

E Network meta-analysis

(>2 studies in network)

Step wise approach (multiple sequential meta-analyses,
followed by indirect comparison of pooled pairwise
results)

| Simultaneous evidence synthesis of all pairwise comparisons across the range of interventions |

| Models without covariates ]

Treatmenl®covariate interactions in meta-regression models to improve similarity / consistency assumptions
and explain heterogeneity

Frequentist framework

Bayesian framework

(probabilistic interpretation of uncertainty and ranking of interventions)

Analysis & synthesis methods

a2 3. HELA HEHREM (=X :Jansen et al, 2011)
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Levels of Two sets of trials used in Head to head

assumptions adjusted indirect comparison comparison trials

Homogeneity Pooling of trials Pooling of trials Pooling of trials

comparing intervention comparing intervention comparing intervention
A with C B with C Awith B
| ‘ |

Homogeneity and  Adjusted indirect comparison of trial comparing intervention

similarity of trial A with B, using intervention C as common comparator

Homogeneity, ‘ J

similarity of trial, Comparison or combination of direct and indirect

and consistency estimates for comparing intervention A with B

of evidence
a2 4. ZECXF ZHMEH| Rt EHH|me| 7}™ (=X : Song et al. 2009)
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